Official Statistics
Official statistics are ___________________ data gathered by the government or other official bodies. Examples are___________, marriages, exam results, school exclusions and unemployment rates.

Official statistics are collected in three main ways.

1. Government surveys: The best-known government survey is the________________________, which is carried out every 10 years. By________, every household in the UK has to complete a census form. 

2. _____________________: By law, all births, marriages and deaths, and certain illnesses, must be registered when they occur. The resulting data is published at least annually and provides a record over time. 

3. Record-keeping: All government agencies, and many private organisations, are required to provide certain information to the government at regular_______________. For example, schools have to keep records of their pupils and their achievements for league tables. 

Advantages of Official Statistics

1. They are __________ sources of __________ amounts of quantitative data and are readily available to anyone. 
2. They allow ____________ between groups, e.g. educational achievement by class or ethnicity.
3. Since they are collected at regular intervals, they show trends and patterns _______________. 

4. They cover large populations, so are usually _______________________
5. Official statistics will have been compiled by _________________ using standard procedures. There are unlikely to be many careless mistakes of significance. Hence they are very _______.
Disadvantages of Official Statistics

1. Comparison may be difficult, because of different ways of ___________________ items.
2. The government or institution compiling the statistics may have a vested interest in presenting a particular picture, such as a low crime rate. This might result in biased methods of classification, such as not counting thefts of less than £10. This compromises _____________.
3. Statistics may not be _______________ for some topics, since the government collects statistics for its own purposes, not for the benefit of sociologists. 

4. It may not be easy to discover the circumstances in which early statistics were obtained, what categories were used or how accurate they really are. This may make _____________difficult. 

Positivism versus Interpretivism

Positivists view sociology as a science. They take for granted that official statistics are _______________ and see them as a true and _________________measure. Positivists often use statistics to support or prove their ____________________ and theories.

Interpretevists argue that official statistics fail to reveal the ________________and motives of behaviour. For example, official crime statistics lack validity because they rely on (a) ___________________ to the police, (b) police discretion, (c) definitions of what constitutes a crime and (d) the workings of the judiciary. Official statistics reflect a complex process of __________________ rather than hard objective facts.
Marxism

A Marxist analysis of official statistics suggests that government statistics are __________________ to serve the interest of the ruling class. They are politically biased. For example, the Conservative Government changed the method used to calculate unemployment _______ times from 1979-1987.
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Personal Documents
They include such things as____________, ___________ and _______________________. Published biographies and autobiographies may also be considered to be in this category, but, intended for publication may be less _________________ and_______________. An example of a document that has been analysed many times is ‘The diary of Anne Frank’. 
Public Documents

These include ___________________, parish records, social work records, court records, hospital records, reports of government ________________ and a host of other sources. Some of these may be available for researchers to use, such as Ofsted reports of school inspections or the Macpherson Report (1999).

Historical Documents

This is a personal or public document created in the___________. For example, Philippe Aries used ________________of children in his study of changes in childhood since the middle ages. 

Evaluating Documents

There are four main criteria for evaluating documentary evidence:

1. _____________________: Was the document really written by the author? Is it genuine?

2. ___________________: Is it free of error distortion? Was the author present at the even described? Was it fresh in their memory? Why was the document produces, when for whom and in what context?

3. ___________________________: Is the document typical of its kind? Is it complete? Is the author typical of the people of their group of their time?

4. _________________________: Are there any hidden meanings in addition to the ‘surface’ meaning? To check this, we need to look at the context in which the document was produced. 

Advantages of Documents

1. Some documents are the ____________source of information about the past.

2. They can be used as an extra ______________ on the results obtained by primary research. 

3. They are cheap and __________________, since somebody else has already gathered the information.

4. Personal documents allow the researcher to gain an ______________ into the social actor’s reality through their rich and detailed qualitative data. 

Positivists versus Interpretivists

Positivists tend to reject documents, because they __________ to achieve the main positivist goals of reliability, generalisability and representativeness. These can be seen as the disadvantages of documents:

1. Lack of _____________________ & generalisability: For example, every person’s diary is different and unique. You can not generalise from it or get the same results twice.
2. Lack of representativeness: Only ________________ groups can write diaries and letters. Many people in the past were illiterate. 

3. Interpretation: When interpreting documents, the researchers may impose their own _____________ on them. 

In contrast, interpretivists favour documents, as they achieve validity. They are not usually written with research in mind and are therefore an ____________________statement of the author’s view.
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